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DHAs are primary providers that focus on prev  
and basic oral health procedures. There are four 
categories of DHAs.
DHAs receive a federal CHAP certification to work in 
tribal communities under supervision of a licensed 
dentist or Dental Health Aide Therapist  

Dental Health 
Aides



Dental Health 
Aide/Therapist 

(DHA/T)

PDHA I & II 

DHAH

DHAT

EFDHA I & II 

⚬OHI, motivational interviewing
⚬Polish, antimicrobials, fluoride
⚬Dental Assisting
⚬Coronal prophylaxis 

⚬PDHA and EFDHA Skills 
⚬Prep teeth and place restorations 
⚬Non-surgical extractions
⚬Exams 

⚬PDHA I & II Skills
⚬Simple and Complex Restoration
⚬Coronal prophylaxis 

⚬RDH Procedures including Local 
Anesthetic 



Benefits of CHAP Certification
• Allows tribes to provide care in a culturally responsive 

manner 
• As a federally sanctioned program, DHAs have a larger 

scope of practice that may be outside of state practice 
acts, allowing them to provide more care to Tribal 
communities

• Many procedures are done under general or indirect 
supervision 

• DHAs services are Medicaid/Medicare billable 
• Increase

⚬ Career options in the community
⚬ Educational opportunities
⚬ Access to oral healthcare
⚬ Providers



• Community Members serving a 
Tribal Community 

• No dental experience needed 
• Existing dental assistants who wish 

to add to scope of practice

Who can become a Dental 
Health Aide  



PDHA I 

PDHA II 

PDHA II 
Skill Sets 

Partnership with 
dental clinic for in-
clinic training and 
preceptorship

Mix of virtual didactic 
education, clinical skills 
training, and 
preceptorship

• Dental Assistant 
Functions

• Radiology
• Sealants
• Prophylaxis
• Atraumatic Restorative 

Treatment

Certification

• Apply for CHAP 
certification

• Work in Tribal 
Communities

Student

How to Become a PDHA  

Existing dental assistants’ 
training may be counted 
toward PDHA II 
requirements 

Training 

Training 

Training 

Mix of virtual didactic 
education, clinical skills 
training, and 
preceptorship

124 hours + 
preceptorship of 40  
hours &100 procedures 

Time commitment 
depends on skill set 
taken: 20-188 hours and 
preceptorship of 25-200 
procedures60 hours



NW DHA 
PROGRAM 
DEVELOPMENT

Where are we 
now? 

Identify the gap 

Secure Funding 

Provide awareness 

Advisory Workgroup 

Governing Processes

Partnership with higher education institution 

Develop guidance for the tribes  

Establish pilot sites

Develop content

Partnership with tribes

Sustainability 



Opportunities 
for Dental 

Clinics 



Tribal Health Organization or Indian Health Service Clinic implementing the CHAP and 
employing a DHA 

In clinic 

Community 

Prevention 

Medical Clinics 

Elder CareSchool Programs

Head Start 

Procedures
Under supervision 

of a dentist or 
DHAT 

CHAP certification 
provides broader 
scope of practice

DHAs Support the Dental Team  



DENTAL CLINIC CONSIDERATIONS

• Must hold credentials in the skill they are 
teaching 
⚬ Can be provided by the Tribal 

community or
⚬ NPAIHB Contractors 

• Responsible for skills training and 
education 

• Student will have a mentor from NPAIHB 
for check-ins 

• Site visits from NPAIHB 

Supervision of PDHAs Skills Instructors  
• Direct supervision of PDHA during 

preceptorship, may be done by dentist, 
DHAT or DH, depending on the procedure 

• Continuing supervision of DHA will be direct, 
indirect or general. General supervision is 
under a dentist or DHAT

• A supervisor may impose a higher level of 
supervision than required in PASP 



Employers/Sponsoring Tribe 

Preparation & Responsibilities 

• Be knowledgeable in CHAP & PASP
• Have the capacity to train supervisors
• If providing the in-person clinic training, provide a qualified staff member for 

instruction
• Continuing supervision of DHA
• Update clinic policies and procedures



CHAP Certified DHATs in PA 

1st CHAP Certified 
DHAT in PA 

2023  
2024-Applications sent to Alaska for review April 



NW Dental  Health Aide 
Advisory Workgroup 

The Dental Health Aide (DHA) Advisory Workgroup 
consists of community members and professionals 
dedicated to the development of the Portland 
Area Dental Health Aide Program, a discipline of 
the Community Health Aide Program (CHAP). 
Members provide guidance, oversight and 
expertise on how to best align the DHA  program 
to fit  the needs of NW Tribes. 

WWW.TCHPP.ORG

Pamela Ready, DHA Education Manager 
pready@npaihb.org

(360)461-1149

Kari Ann Kuntzelman, DHA Education Specialist
kkuntzelman@npaihb.org

(305)799-8012

For more information contact

DHA Advisory Members can include:

• Tribal and Federal Service Unit 
Dental Directors & Clinic staff

• Tribal Health Directors 
• Northwest Tribal Leaders
• NPAIHB Tribal Delegates
• Additional NW community 

partners 



Thank you! 

Alaska Pioneers



Chloe Craig DMD, MPH
Cherokee Nation







NNACoE Affirmations
Native  youth a re  curious  & knowledgeable

Natives  a re  drawn to STEMM fie lds

Natives  a re  qua lified applicants

Natives  a re  the  future  hea lth leaders







https://www.nnacoe.org/tribal-
health- scholars

https://www.nnacoe.org/tribal-health-scholars












10 month  pa thway

Tuition  free

Living  s tipend  provided

EARN conditiona l acceptance  

OHSU – WSU – UC-Davis  

WY’EAST MEDICINE











11 month pathway (August-June)
Tuition free
Living s tipend provided
EARN conditiona l acceptance  a t OHSU School of Dentis try

Applica tion cycle  opens  Spring 2025



Eligibility

Wy’east Dentistry is intended for individuals who were not accepted to dental school or who do not possess a 
qualifying DAT score for dental school.

To be eligible for the Wy’east Dentistry Pathway, the following criteria apply:

1.Be  a  c itizen  or des cendant of a  federa lly recognized  American  Indian/Alas ka  Native  Tribe

2. Degree  Requirement: Although OHSU does  not require  a  bacca laurea te  (B.A./B.S .) degree  for admiss ion, it 
is  highly recommended tha t you plan to comple te  a  bache lor's  degree  prior to matricula tion.

3. Grade  Poin t Average  (GPA): It is  recommended tha t you have  a  minimum of 3.0 in both your cumula tive  
overa ll GPA and required science /BCP (Biology, Chemis try and Phys ics ) GPA.

4. Applicants  a re  s trongly encouraged to :
⚬ Have  previous ly applied  to  denta l s chool, and/or
⚬ Have  previous ly taken  the  DAT



Required  Pre requis ite  Cours es

• General Biology w/labs

• General Chemistry w/labs

• Organic Chemistry w/labs

• Physics w/labs 

• Biochemistry (lab recommended, not required)

• English Composition 

• Math/Statistics

* All courses must be completed for a grade of C or higher









nnacoe.org

Join us  in acce lera ting the  
dreams & poss ibilities  of 
Native  American youth.
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