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Puyallup Tribal Health 
Authority 



In the Lushootseed language, the people are known 
as the puyaləpabš. The literal translation of this 

word means “people from the bend at the bottom of 
the river.” This refers to the many dispersed villages 

that spanned outward from the mouth of the 
Puyallup River, near the present-day site of the 

Tacoma Dome. The name spuyaləpabš also became 
associated with our people’s welcoming and 

generous behavior. Over time the meaning of 
spuyaləpabš, or Puyallup, has taken on this 

association.



The tribe has 6,700 enrolled members, of whom 
3,000 live on the reservation.

With a land area of 73.935 km² (28.547 sq mi), 
the reservation (47°14′38″N 122°22′15″W) is one 
of the largest in the Northwest. Its size 
notwithstanding, it is often not shown on 
Washington maps because its land has been so 
thoroughly sold off to non-Natives.[2]
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https://geohack.toolforge.org/geohack.php?pagename=Puyallup_people&params=47_14_38_N_122_22_15_W_scale:100000_source:GNIS
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Puyallup_people#cite_note-McShane2016-2


From the mid-nineteenth century, European Americans 
began to enter the area in greater numbers. The United 
States wanted to enable development of lands and 
settlement by these people. They arranged with the 
Puyallup and several other tribes, under the Treaty of 
Medicine Creek (1854), for the tribes to cede land to the 
US and go to the more restricted area of a reservation. 
This was initially designated for residence only by tribal 
members. The Puyallup and United States representatives 
had such different conceptions of property that they did not 
fully understand each other's position. While the tribe lost 
most of its historic territory, it retained rights for fishing, 
hunting and gathering on that land.
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https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Treaty_of_Medicine_Creek
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Treaty_of_Medicine_Creek


Puyallup Tribal Health 
Authority (PTHA)

Organizational Structure

PTHA was the first ambulatory health clinic in 1976 to enter a 638 “self-
determination” contract with the Indian Health Service. As a 501(c) 3 
organization chartered by the Puyallup Tribe, PTHA has demonstrated 
commitment to quality through national accreditation by AAAHC and 
COLA.

Mission

It is the mission of The Puyallup Tribal Health Authority (PTHA) to provide 
quality health care and promote wellness in a culturally appropriate 
manner.
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Puyallup Tribal Health 
Authority Values

In acknowledging the rich diversity of culture that our patients and co-

workers share, the PTHA and its employees uphold and seek to emulate the 

following organizational values:

•Respect: Treating each patient and co-worker with honor, compassion and 

courtesy.

•Honesty: Dealing with patients and co-workers in a sincere, trusting and 

fair manner.

•Quality: Striving for the highest level of excellence in our caring service 

and professionalism.

•Team Work: Working and communicating with each other in an 

understanding, supportive and flexible way.
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Puyallup Tribal Health Authority 
offers many different departments

• Community Health

• Dental

• Medical (open to new patients.)

• Mental Health

• Pediatrics

• Pharmacy

• X-ray & Lab
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PTHA Dental
• 19 Chairs includes

• General Dentistry

• Pediatric

• Prosthodontic

• Orthodontic

• Dental Hygiene

• Dental Lab
• Denturist/Dental Lab Supervisor  (Andrew Murray)

• 3 lab techs

• Employees
• Dental Director (Dr. Jesse Brannan DMD)

• Dental Clinic Manager (Gail Hernandez)

• 4 General Dentist (Dr. Ann Jones DDS, Dr. Brian Bucher DDS, Dr. Jae Rhee DDS, Dr. 
Myung Cho DDS)

• 2 Pediatric Dentist (share position Dr. Julia Richman DDS, Dr. Aarika Anderson 
Elter DMD)

• 2 Orthodontist (2 days a week  Dr Isaac Fu DDS, MSD, Dr. Eric Nordberg DDS)

• 4 Dental Hygienist (Denise Goudelock, Christina Moore, Bao Lam, Jamie Giron)

• 18 Dental Assistants
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Community 
Outreach  

 

Grandview Early 
Learning Center 

 
Chief Leschi School
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Chief Leschi School 
Screening and Sealant 

program

• Chief Leschi open in 1978 and the current location open 

in 1996.

• Current enrollment is 635 students (PreK-12)

• Dental Screenings: PreK to 5th grade.

• Start in September and goes to June.

• Screenings are done by our team.  Dr. Ann Jones, 

Denise (RDH), Renee (CDA), and Katie (CDA)

• 2023-2024 school year (as of 5/1/24) we have screen 

342 children.  Placed fluoride varnish 419 children and 

sealants on 108 children.



The consent form is sent to the parent/ guardian at the being of the school year with the student’s enrollment packet.  This is 
return to school nurse.

The dental screening form will be attached to the informed consent, then each student is separated by grade and teacher

The report card is given to the teacher to place in the student's cubby or backpack to be sent home.  



Puyallup Tribal 
Members Day

T H E  C L I N I C  I S  O P E N  T O  

P U Y A L L U P  T R I B A L  M E M B E R S  

E V E R Y  3  T U E S D A Y  O F  T H E  

M O N T H .

A N Y  N O N - P U Y A L L U P  T R I B A L  

M E M B E R  S T I L L  H A S  A C C E S S  

T O  O U R  P H A R M A C Y  A N D  

S A M E  D A Y  M E D I C A L .



We communicate with our patients in many form.
* QR codes 
* Facebook or Instagram
* TVs in all the main lobbies with information scrolling .
* Patient Portal



PTHA Patient Portal
• Call/Text reminder of upcoming appointments

• Send secure messages to your health care provider team

• View lab results

• Request appointments

• Access immunization history

• Request renewal of medication 

• Submit consenting agreements
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Thank you
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



Outreach Care

Tat Sem Maat, Angela Johnson

Lummi Tribal Health Center

Lummi, Wa







Outreach 

Lummi Nation 
School 

(grades K-12)
Head start

Little Bear 
(elders 
home)

Health Fairs Events





Lummi Nation Early Learning programs





 Lummi 
Nation 
School 

Grades K-12





Little Bear retirement and assisted living





Health Fairs 

 Annual Health Fair

 Drive through health fair

 Job fair

 Diabetes conference







Events





Questions or 
comments



Marimn Health
Dental Clinic Outreach



Community Events

• Create New Patients
• Share Resources
• Connection w/ 

Community
• Change of Pace for Staff

• Baby Fair
• Health Fair
• Summer Internships
• Job Fairs



ECLC and Tribal 
School Screenings



Coeur Center



• Exams
• Xrays
• Prophys
• Topicals
• Minimally 

Invasive 
Dentistry





Swinomish Community Outreach
A S I A H  G O N Z A L E Z ,  L D T  L A U R A  K A S A Y U L I ,  R D H  S A R A H  C H A G N O N ,  L D T



§ 3 Dentist
§ 3 Hygienist
§ 2 Dental Therapists
§ 10 Dental Assistants
§ 6 Office Staff

§ 6 Dental Therapy year 2 Students





Programs that will be implemented in 
the near future:

• Highschoolers graduate cavity-free

• Pregnant moms/ Infant program



Community Outreach



Community 
Outreach



Community Outreach





Preschool/Daycare



Sealant Week



Distribution 
Week





• Providers work at their full scope of practice

• Lowered wait times

• Increase in access to care

• Completing treatment plans

•Implement more community projects

• Decrease in emergency walk-ins

• Implant program

  

Present Day Success



Thank you!



The Grand Ronde Community      



  Our Staff



Dental Circles started in 2008













Circle Brushing





Home Visits started in 2012   





















“My Plate” Nutrition Effort





Cooking Classes







Kelly,                                                                          June 1, 2017
 I just had the pleasure of going along with Sheila and Shawn to a 

couple of home visits for my first time.  The home I was scheduled to 
visit cancelled with short notice but they were able to arrange for me to 
visit two different homes instead.  It was more fun and rewarding that 
I’d even expected.  I was able to help place sealants on a kiddo that 
can’t utilize the clinic and found a cavity on a young tribal member that 
Mom didn’t know about.  So we were able to arrange for Mom to bring 
him to the clinic tomorrow to get the cavity treated.  Anyway, I can see 
why Sheila gets so passionate about the outreach, it really felt special 
to be invited into their homes to help care for their kiddos.  It seems to 
open up more conversations too.  In the second home, we talked about 
the little guy’s under bite and at what age he should see the 
orthodontist.  I could go on and on but I wanted to let you know how it 
went and thank both you for supporting this continued service.

Erin M. Lange, DMD, MPH
Staff Dentist
The Confederated Tribes of Grand Ronde 
(503) 879-2050



Well Child Check with Medical



Mid-Year Screenings







Elder Outreach



Adult Foster Care





Village I and II (20 Residents)



Outreach Can Happen Anywhere



February 2020
(pre-pandemic)

November 2021 
(1st screening 

post-pandemic)
March 2024

Number of 
children 
screened

52 48 86

Percentage of 
children with 
dental needs

15% 26% 14%

Number of 
children with 
urgent dental 
needs

3 13 6

Hello,                                                                                                                  Shelley Clift, MPH
We screened 86 students this week!  
I encourage everyone to take a look at this data and feel very proud of the work we do in Head Start.  Coming 
out of the pandemic, we had a disheartening rise in students with dental needs.  I’m happy to see we’re back 
on track!  Our efforts to provide quality nutrition, tooth brushing, and regular dental screening truly do make a 
difference.  
Thank you to our teaching staff for supporting tooth brushing in the classroom.  Giving our students that tool 
now has lifelong health benefits.  And thank you to the GR Dental team for taking care of our students and 
showing encouragement and compassion to our families.

March 2024



Decay Rates in Head Start over the 
last 8 years

2019=6.9%                           
2018=10%
2017=8.9%
2016=16%
2015=18%
2014=23%
2013=12%
2012=25%



 Home Visits (connecting our department with the 
community)

 Cooking classes for Home Based Head Start families
 Mid-year screenings and preventive treatment at Head 

Start
 Development of monthly circle time curriculum and parent 

letters
 Circle Brushing
 TV monitors with head phones to lower anxiety (decrease 

in referrals)
 Silver Diamine fluoride (decrease in referrals)
 Hall Crown technique (decrease in referrals)
 Evidence based recalls (shorter recalls for high risk kids)
 Well Child checks and collaboration with Dr. Empey
 Walk-in appointments for 0-5 year olds
 Preventive treatments at all screenings and appointments



Who’s Listening?
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