
NPAIHB
Weekly Update

December 17, 2024



Information for Today’s Call 

• Welcome & Introduction: Bridget Canniff

• Upcoming Indian Country ECHO Sessions

• Events, Resources & Announcements

• Respiratory Disease Surveillance Updates: 
Bridget Canniff

• State Partner Updates

• Questions & Comments

• Please place yourself on mute
unless speaking

• Please sign in, using chat box,
with your full name and
tribe/organization

• Use the chat box for
questions, for Q&A after
updates and announcements

Agenda



https://www.indiancountryecho.org/events/month/


https://www.indiancountryecho.org/events/month/


Weekly Update Schedule Preview: December - January

December 24: No NPAIHB Weekly Update – Holiday Closure

December 31: No NPAIHB Weekly Update – Holiday Closure

January 7: Data Hub & Data Sharing Agreements, Sunny Stone

January 14: No NPAIHB Weekly Update – Quarterly Board Meeting (QBM)

January 21: Tribal Community Health Provider Program, Miranda Davis

January 28: Legislative & Policy Updates, Health Policy Team

Visit www.npaihb.org/weeklyupdate for upcoming topics, 
past presentations, and more!

http://www.npaihb.org/weeklyupdate


mailto:owhiting@npaihb.org
https://www.facebook.com/photo/?fbid=1115352043931523&set=a.255047259962010


NPAIHB 2025 Community Health 
Representative (CHR) Courses:

Core CHR Course – online, 8 weeks
Apply by February 28, 2025

Advanced CHR Course – online, 6 weeks
Apply by January 10, 2024

Get paid while you learn and earn a 
certificate for the CHR Program at no cost – 
scholarship funding available!

Contact the CHR team to learn more at: 
mlouie@npaihb.org 

mailto:mlouie@npaihb.org
https://www.facebook.com/photo/?fbid=1101239138676147&set=pcb.1101239192009475


https://www.facebook.com/photo/?fbid=1101239115342816&set=pcb.1101239192009475
https://www.facebook.com/photo/?fbid=1101239108676150&set=pcb.1101239192009475


SAVE THE DATE

2025 Emergency Medicine in Rural & 
Indigenous Communities (emRIC) Gathering – 
Bridging Cultures, Strengthening Communities 

Monday, April 28th – Thursday, May 1st, 2025
Muckleshoot Casino Resort, Seattle, WA

• Highlight the importance of cultural humility and 
understanding in medical practice within rural and 
Indigenous communities

• Showcase the event as a bridge between diverse 
cultures and medical expertise

• Focus on the collaboration and collective efforts of 
healthcare professionals and community leaders

Register & Learn More:
https://www.indiancountryecho.org/emric-2025/ 

Apply for a scholarship (limited) by January 10th, 2025: 
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdzlVduc7Kfe
tYN9ulH6hbYgLHx8iq-vKWM5br3szJBYnRUVw/viewform

Questions? Contact us by emailing ECHO@npaihb.org

Who Should Attend? 
Physicians, 
community leaders, 
nurses, advanced 
practice providers, 
pharmacists, 
behavioral health 
specialists, nurses, 
chemical dependency 
counselors, peer 
support specialists, 
medical assistants, 
medics, pre-health 
students, medical 
students, etc. 

https://www.indiancountryecho.org/emric-2025/
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdzlVduc7KfetYN9ulH6hbYgLHx8iq-vKWM5br3szJBYnRUVw/viewform
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdzlVduc7KfetYN9ulH6hbYgLHx8iq-vKWM5br3szJBYnRUVw/viewform
mailto:ECHO@npaihb.org


NWTEC Update:
Respiratory Disease Surveillance
Bridget Canniff, Project Director 

Public Health Improvement & Training (PHIT)



Background: CDC Wastewater Surveillance

• CDC’s National Wastewater Surveillance System (BWSS) tracks the 
presence of COVID-19, Influenza A, RSV, and Mpox in wastewater 
(sewerage) samples collected across the US

• Infected people (and animals) can shed viral RNA (genetic material from 
the virus) in their feces, which can be detected in community wastewater

• Wastewater surveillance can provide an early warning of disease spread in 
communities, show trends, and help guide prevention strategies

• Wastewater surveillance can capture the presence of viral material shed by 
people with and without symptoms, to help determine if infections are 
increasing or decreasing

• Doesn’t depend on people having access to healthcare; seeking care when sick; or 
availability, use, or reporting of disease testing

Source: www.cdc.gov/nwss/wastewater-surveillance.html 

http://www.cdc.gov/nwss/wastewater-surveillance.html


COVID-19 Surveillance



COVID-19 Current 
Wastewater Viral 
Activity Levels Map

https://www.cdc.gov/nwss/rv
/COVID19-currentlevels.html 

1 month ago

https://www.cdc.gov/nwss/rv/COVID19-currentlevels.html
https://www.cdc.gov/nwss/rv/COVID19-currentlevels.html


COVID-19 Wastewater Surveillance

Source: 
www.cdc.gov/nwss/rv/COVID19-
nationaltrend.html 

The Western reporting region includes 13 
states and one territory: Alaska, Arizona, 
California, Colorado, Guam, Hawaii, Idaho, 
Montana, Nevada, New Mexico, Oregon, 
Utah, Washington, and Wyoming.

US Overview
Last Updated 11/14/2024

http://www.cdc.gov/nwss/rv/COVID19-nationaltrend.html
http://www.cdc.gov/nwss/rv/COVID19-nationaltrend.html


Source: www.cdc.gov/nwss/rv/COVID19-statetrend.html 

Idaho
COVID-19 

Wastewater 
Trends & 

Viral Activity 
Level

Time Period: 
December 1 – 
December 7, 2024

Idaho
Week ending 12/7/24

http://www.cdc.gov/nwss/rv/COVID19-statetrend.html


Source: www.cdc.gov/nwss/rv/COVID19-statetrend.html 

Oregon
COVID-19 

Wastewater 
Trends & 

Viral Activity 
Level

Time Period: 
December 1 – 
December 7, 2024

Oregon
Week ending 12/7/24

http://www.cdc.gov/nwss/rv/COVID19-statetrend.html


Source: www.cdc.gov/nwss/rv/COVID19-statetrend.html 

Washington
COVID-19 

Wastewater 
Trends & 

Viral Activity 
Level

Time Period: 
December 1 – 
December 7, 2024

Washington
Week ending 12/7/24

http://www.cdc.gov/nwss/rv/COVID19-statetrend.html


Influenza A Surveillance



Influenza A Current Wastewater 
Viral Activity Levels Map Source: 

www.cdc.gov/nwss/rv/InfluenzaA-currentlevels.html 

1 month ago

http://www.cdc.gov/nwss/rv/InfluenzaA-currentlevels.html


RSV (Respiratory Syncytial Virus) 
Surveillance



RSV Current Wastewater 
Viral Activity 
Levels Map

Source: www.cdc.gov/nwss/rv/RSV-nationaltrend.html 

1 month ago

http://www.cdc.gov/nwss/rv/RSV-nationaltrend.html


Influenza-Like Illness (ILI)
Surveillance Report – IHS 





Questions & 
Comments

Find the latest resources for vaccination information and outreach at NPAIHB’s VacciNative website:indiancountryecho.org/vaccinative

Find the latest resources for vaccination 
information and outreach at NPAIHB’s 
VacciNative website:

indiancountryecho.org/vaccinative 

https://www.indiancountryecho.org/vaccinative


25

State Partner 
Updates

Comments & 
Questions



WA DOH Office of Tribal 
Public Health & Relations

Tuesday, December 17, 2024  
NPAIHB Weekly Check-in

@WaDeptHealth @WaHealthSec



Agenda

DOH Updates & Announcements

DTLLs

Upcoming Events

Contact Info



Secretary Umair Shah’s Resignation
• Dr. Umair Shah recently announced he’ll be 

stepping down from his position as Washington 
State Secretary of Health January 15, 2025.

• While leadership changes can bring uncertainty, 
DOH remains steadfast in its commitment to 
serving the communities of Washington.

• Dr. Shah will serve in his role through the rest of 
Governor Inslee’s term.
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https://doh.wa.gov/about-us/washingtons-public-health-system/tribal-public-health-and-relations
https://doh.wa.gov/about-us/washingtons-public-health-system/tribal-public-health-and-relations
https://doh.wa.gov/about-us/washingtons-public-health-system/tribal-public-health-and-relations
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In accordance with chapter 43.376 RCW, the Washington State Centennial Accord of 1989, and the DOH Consultation 

and Collaboration Procedure, we are inviting Tribes and partners to work with us in formal consultation on finalizing a 

WA-DOH Tribal Data Sharing Agreement (TDSA) template for availability and use by Tribes.

Tribal DSA Consultation

For additional information, please contact Amanda Tjemsland, Senior Tribal Epidemiologist, Office of Health and Science, 
at amanda.tjemsland@doh.wa.gov or 360-995-3324, or Candice Wilson, Executive Director, Office of Tribal Public Health 
and Relations (OTPHR), at candice.wilson@doh.wa.gov or 360-819-7626.

Meeting Type Date and Time Zoom Information

Roundtable #1
Thursday, December 12th, 2024 

2 pm – 3:30 pm
847 9211 8164
Passcode: 085267

Roundtable #2
Thursday, December 19th, 2024 

2 pm – 3:30 pm

824 0953 7124

Passcode: 000133

Consultation
Thursday, January 9th, 2025 

2 pm – 3:30 pm

842 0394 4304

Passcode: 130674

https://app.leg.wa.gov/rcw/default.aspx?cite=43.376
https://goia.wa.gov/relations/centennial-accord
https://doh.wa.gov/sites/default/files/legacy/Documents/1200/DOHConsulationColllaborationProcedure.pdf
mailto:amanda.tjemsland@doh.wa.gov
mailto:candice.wilson@doh.wa.gov
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84792118164?pwd=zQde9Cggke3Zji6K6kjTUk2TDAVdTO.1
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82409537124?pwd=tnLKPV22h20NcwKQjFXnuc3YbeHDRN.1
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84203944304?pwd=kWM7rWfEFF6QSlOiIRsGZodY0hZUfb.1
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Substitute House Bill 2075: Concerning licensing of Indian health care providers as establishments

We have completed our two listening sessions on the tribal attestation rulemaking and we have workshops coming 
soon!! In these workshops, we will discuss the rulemaking language around establishing fees for inpatient residential 
treatment attestation administration; as well as have a greater conversation about the attestation process. 

■ ZOOM: 847 9211 8164 
Passcode: 085267 

Residential Treatment Rulemaking: WORKSHOPS

For more information, and to sign-up for these workshops, please contact Michelle Weatherly, Facilities Program 
Manager, at michelle.weatherly@doh.wa.gov and Amber Arndt, Tribal Policy Director OTPHR, at 
amber.arndt@doh.wa.gov 

Thursday December 12 11-12:30

Thursday December 19 11-12:30

Thursday January 9 11-12:30

Thursday January 23 11-12:30

Thursday January 30 11-12:30

https://lawfilesext.leg.wa.gov/biennium/2023-24/Pdf/Bills/Session%20Laws/House/2075-S.SL.pdf?q=20240927065624
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84792118164?pwd=zQde9Cggke3Zji6K6kjTUk2TDAVdTO.1
mailto:michelle.weatherly@doh.wa.gov
mailto:amber.arndt@doh.wa.gov
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Proposed WA Health Permanent Rule- The CR101 for the proposed rule can be found at the following link: 
https://content.govdelivery.com/accounts/WADOH/bulletins/38f2e9f .

We have completed our two listening sessions on the WA HEALTH permanent rulemaking and we have 
workshops coming soon!! In these workshops, we will discuss the rulemaking language around bed tracking for 
inpatient residential treatment facilities; as well as have a greater conversation about the bed tracking process. 

▪ ZOOM: 983 795 4487  

Passcode: GW3jLk

WA HEALTH Permanent Rulemaking: WORKSHOPS

For more information, please contact Tyler Nowlan, Director Healthcare Analytics, Readiness, and 
Preparedness Tyler.Nowlan@doh.wa.gov  | 360-790-1453 and Amber Arndt, Tribal Policy Director OTPHR 
amber.arndt@doh.wa.gov 

Thursday 12/19/2024 1:30 p.m. – 3:00 p.m.

Thursday 1/16/2025 1:30 p.m. – 3:00 p.m.

Thursday 1/30/2025 1:30 p.m. – 3:00 p.m.

Thursday 2/13/2025 1:30 p.m. – 3:00 p.m.

Thursday 2/27/2025 1:30 p.m. – 3:00 p.m.

https://content.govdelivery.com/accounts/WADOH/bulletins/38f2e9f
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/9837954487?pwd=SkNlbGV4OFVKb2dYb2N1aWROKzlpdz09&omn=84799832653
mailto:Tyler.Nowlan@doh.wa.gov
mailto:amber.arndt@doh.wa.gov
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 Informative bi-monthly Information on agency rulemaking DTLL

Main Scope:

o Align with revised 42 CFR Part 8 – Federal Certification and Treatment Standards for OTPs. 
■ Removed unnecessary barriers to medication access

■ Promotes the provider’s use of clinical judgement

■ Allows for take-home flexibilities that were put in place during COVID

■ Allows providers to use telehealth for admissions

o Reduce administrative burden by removing duplicative requirements

o Develop rules for fixed-site medication units – follows federal regulations; no fee for required 
notification to DOH. Units are  optional.

OTP Rule Public Hearing is scheduled for:

o December 18, 2024, at 1:30 p.m.

o Register for OTP Rules Public Hearing

Opioid Treatment Program (OTP) Rulemaking

https://doh.wa.gov/sites/default/files/2023-12/DTLL-RulemakingReport20231116-1130.pdf
https://www.ecfr.gov/current/title-42/chapter-I/subchapter-A/part-8/subpart-C/section-8.12
https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_OmrQeTulTxaqbNiaqd9jtA
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Workplace Safety for Workers Affected by 
Climate Change Grant

• Purpose: Support workplace health and safety for workers who 
are burdened by the intersection of their work and climate 
impacts; and procurement and distribution of equipment and 
resources for workers who are burdened by the intersection of 
their work and climate impacts

• Eligibility: Federally Recognized Indian Tribes with impacts to 
rights and interests in their Tribal lands that are within 
Washington State boundaries (RCW 70A.65.305). 

• Non-competitive tribal set aside ($62,500 base award per 
Tribe)

• We currently have received 7 applications from Tribes.

• The remaining funds will be evenly allocated to the contracted 
Tribes.

• Contact chris.castleberry@doh.wa.gov and 
rachele.hurt@doh.wa.gov to learn more

Activity Due Date

Priority 
Application

October 31, 2024

Rolling 
Application

January 3, 2025

Grant end date June 30, 2025
(This grant is 
ongoing/biennium)

http://app.leg.wa.gov/RCW/default.aspx?cite=70A.65.305
mailto:chris.Castleberry@doh.wa.gov
mailto:Rachele.hurt@doh.wa.gov


  

Washington State Department of Health | 10

What does the 
grant look like?

Opportunity 
will Provide

Deliverables

- $20,000 grants

- Train & Certify Infection 
Preventionists (CIC).

- Applications open to LHJs & 
Tribal Partners

- Must have staff members 
who meet the prerequisites 
for certification.

- Period of performance ends 
07/31/2025

-   Association of Professionals in 
Infection Control (APIC) 
membership, text, and 
conference.

- CIC Study Resources & exam 
reimbursement upon passing

- Infection Control Assessment 
Response (ICAR) training & 
experience

-  Study/work hours

- Participate in training

- Flexible check-ins

- Shadow and perform ICAR/self-
assessments

- Take the CIC exam by 7/31/25

Dear Tribal Leader Letter                  
(sent 10.22.24)

Questions? Contact 
andrea.een@doh.wa.gov 

Infection Prevention Certification Funding Opportunity

https://www.cbic.org/CBIC/Get-Certified.htm
https://www.cbic.org/CBIC/Candidate-Handbook/Eligibility-Guidelines.htm
https://www.cbic.org/CBIC/Candidate-Handbook/Eligibility-Guidelines.htm
https://apic.org/member-services/about-membership/
https://doh.wa.gov/public-health-provider-resources/healthcare-professions-and-facilities/healthcare-associated-infections/infection-prevention-and-control-support-services
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdoh.wa.gov%2Fsites%2Fdefault%2Ffiles%2F2024-10%2FDTLL-InfectionPreventionFunding.pdf&data=05%7C02%7CAndrea.Een%40doh.wa.gov%7C296a21283fb84bb219f308dcfa05b9cf%7C11d0e217264e400a8ba057dcc127d72d%7C0%7C0%7C638660149702393638%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=bPDO7HOKhVCAjQcO3Eu1D16Vy%2FnAQoggLdL%2FcqoBzh0%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdoh.wa.gov%2Fsites%2Fdefault%2Ffiles%2F2024-10%2FDTLL-InfectionPreventionFunding.pdf&data=05%7C02%7CAndrea.Een%40doh.wa.gov%7C296a21283fb84bb219f308dcfa05b9cf%7C11d0e217264e400a8ba057dcc127d72d%7C0%7C0%7C638660149702393638%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=bPDO7HOKhVCAjQcO3Eu1D16Vy%2FnAQoggLdL%2FcqoBzh0%3D&reserved=0
mailto:andrea.een@doh.wa.gov
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Expanding naloxone access within American Indian and 

Alaska Native communities in Washington State 

The Washington State Department of Health operates the Overdose Education and 

Naloxone Distribution (OEND) Program. The program offers free naloxone, overdose 

response training, and technical assistance to organizations interested in distributing 

naloxone to people at risk of opioid overdose. 

 

The OEND program also provides free naloxone and technical assistance to tribes, tribal 

organizations, and Urban Indian Health Organizations, with the goal of increasing naloxone 

access for American Indian and Alaska Native communities in Washington State.  

 

For the fiscal year ending June 30, 2024, the OEND program set aside $800,000 to 

purchase naloxone for tribal partners. These resources will be made available annually as 

resources permit.  

 

How to request naloxone 

• To request naloxone, please visit redcap.link/naloxonefortribes and complete the 

registration form.  

• For more information about this program, please review the Dear Tribal Leader 

Letter that was sent on January 6, 2023. 

• For questions, please email naloxoneprogram@doh.wa.gov. 

 

 

 

 

               

150-235  September 2023 

The Washington State Department of Health 

Overdose Education and Naloxone Distribution 

Program provides free naloxone for Washington 

State partners, including tribes, tribal 

organizations, and Urban Indian Health 

Organizations. 

 

redcap.link/naloxonefortribes 

To request this document in another format, call 1-800-525-0127.  

Deaf or hard of hearing customers, please call 711 (Washington 

Relay) or email civil.rights@doh.wa.gov. 
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organizations, and Urban Indian Health Organizations, with the goal of increasing naloxone 

access for American Indian and Alaska Native communities in Washington State.  

 

For the fiscal year ending June 30, 2024, the OEND program set aside $800,000 to 

purchase naloxone for tribal partners. These resources will be made available annually as 

resources permit.   

How to request naloxone • To request naloxone, please visit redcap.link/naloxonefortribes and complete the 
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Letter that was sent on January 6, 2023. 

• For questions, please email naloxoneprogram@doh.wa.gov. 

 

 

 

 

               

150-235  September 2023 

The Washington State Department of Health 

Overdose Education and Naloxone Distribution 

Program provides free naloxone for Washington 

State partners, including tribes, tribal 
organizations, and Urban Indian Health 

Organizations.  

redcap.link/naloxonefortribes 
To request this document in another format, call 1-800-525-0127.  

Deaf or hard of hearing customers, please call 711 (Washington 

Relay) or email civil.rights@doh.wa.gov. 

https://redcap.doh.wa.gov/surveys/?s=N8EL3RXHFH44JHR8
https://redcap.doh.wa.gov/surveys/?s=N8EL3RXHFH44JHR8
https://redcap.doh.wa.gov/surveys/?s=N8EL3RXHFH44JHR8


Washington State Department of Health | 12

DOH will be sending out a DTLL shortly to begin the process of establishing our 
DOH MTM, in collaboration with the HCA and AIHC. 

• Listening Session: January 2025

• We want to hear from you so we can plan the date/time in a good way.

• Stay tuned for DTLL!

GOOD NEWS: DOH MTM in the works!!!

For more information, please contact OTPHR Executive Director Candice Wilson at 
Candice.Wilson@doh.wa.gov 

mailto:Candice.Wilson@doh.wa.gov


FYI: Like, Subscribe, Share, etc.

PBS Invisible Shield

A black circle with white and purple design

Description automatically generated

A blue circle with black 
letters

Description automatically
generated

A blue square with 
a white letter f

Description 
automatically 
generated

A logo of a camera

Description 
automatically 
generated

A white x on a 
black 
background

Description 
automatically 

A white square with 
black text

Description 
automatically 
generated

https://nativelifeline.org/
https://nativelifeline.org/
https://www.bing.com/ck/a?!&&p=0fecc4084f730efeJmltdHM9MTcxNDAwMzIwMCZpZ3VpZD0yNmVjNDczNy0wNmNjLTZmZGUtMjhkZi01NTc4MDcwYjZlYzQmaW5zaWQ9NTIxNQ&ptn=3&ver=2&hsh=3&fclid=26ec4737-06cc-6fde-28df-5578070b6ec4&psq=invisible+shield+pbs&u=a1aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cucGJzLm9yZy9zaG93L3RoZS1pbnZpc2libGUtc2hpZWxkLw&ntb=1
https://nativelifeline.org/
https://bewellwa.org/
http://bewellwa.org/
https://fornativelives.org/
https://fornativelives.org/
https://nativehub.org/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/wadepthealth/posts/?feedView=all
https://www.facebook.com/WADeptHealth/
https://www.instagram.com/wadepthealth/?hl=en
https://x.com/WADeptHealth?ref_src=twsrc%5Egoogle%7Ctwcamp%5Eserp%7Ctwgr%5Eauthor
https://www.youtube.com/@WADepartmentofHealth


Office of Tribal Public Health & Relations
Office of Tribal Public Health & Relations: OTPHR@doh.wa.gov

Candice Wilson
Quatz'tenaut (Lummi)

Amber Arndt, MPH 
(Nisqually)

Rosalinda Turk, MPA 
(Cherokee)

Michaela Marshall (Lummi) Lois Scott OTPHR Office

Executive Director
candice.wilson@doh.wa.gov

360.819.7626

Tribal Policy Director
amber.arndt@doh.wa.gov

564.669.1337

Tribal Engagement Director
rosalinda.turk@doh.wa.gov

Tribal Public Health Systems 
Specialist

michaela.marshall@doh.wa.gov 

Administrative Assistant 5
lois.scott@doh.wa.gov otphr@doh.wa.gov

mailto:OTPHR@doh.wa.gov
mailto:candice.wilson@doh.wa.gov
mailto:amber.arndt@doh.wa.gov
mailto:rosalinda.turk@doh.wa.gov
mailto:Michaela.marshall@doh.wa.gov
mailto:lois.Scott@doh.wa.gov
mailto:otphr@doh.wa.gov


To request this document in another format, call 1-800-525-0127. Deaf or hard of
hearing customers, please call 711 (Washington Relay) or email civil.rights@doh.wa.gov. 
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